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Kolbe Foundation Commended for Exceptional Work in Belize
Washington, DC---Prison Fellowship International (PFI) today issued a commendation to the Kolbe Foundation (Kolbe) for its exceptional and groundbreaking work at Belize Central Prison (Prison) in Belize. Kolbe is a nonprofit, non-governmental organization formed in 2002 to renovate, reform and operate the prison system of that country. Its board is primarily drawn from the Belize City Rotary Club which became aware of the intolerable conditions at the Prison in 2001. Rotary members, led by John Woods, became committed to the transformation of the Prison and of the men and women it holds.

Prison Fellowship President Ronald W. Nikkel, in issuing the commendation, noted that he had followed the work of Kolbe closely since its formation. “I have often cited Belize Central Prison under the management of Kolbe as a world leader in rehabilitation.  The results speak for themselves as it has achieved a re-offending rate that is far below that of other nations in the region and around the world.”

“Kolbe is to be commended, not only for improving prison conditions for inmates, officers and staff, but also for instituting innovative and effective programs to rehabilitate criminal offenders through moral education, addiction treatment, vocational and educational opportunities, and spiritual guidance.  These programs benefit prisoners, their families, and society.  The social and economic return on this investment is one of the best investments any society can make toward long term security and peace.”

Kolbe operates the Prison under terms of a contract with the government, which retains overall responsibility for what occurs there. Kolbe is responsible for its safe and humane operation. It was named after Saint Maximilian Kolbe, the Roman Catholic patron saint for prisoners. A Polish priest, he was arrested by the Nazi’s in 1941 and was imprisoned in Auschwitz. He is remembered for taking the place of a prisoner who had been sentenced to death so that the prisoner might one day be reunited with his wife and children. He was executed on August 14, 1941.
Nikkel noted that his observations arise out of 30 years of work that has taken him into hundreds of prisons around the world. “The stark reality of imprisonment is that prisoners are not locked up forever.  When their sentence is completed they return to the communities from which they came -- for better or worse.  How a prisoner is treated makes all the difference in how they return to the community -- either as productive citizens or as repeat offenders. Kolbe understands this and has invested its resources and energies accordingly.”
PFI is the world’s most extensive international criminal justice non-governmental organization. A global association of 116 national Prison Fellowship organizations, PFI staff and more than 100,000 volunteers work for the spiritual, moral, social, and physical well-being of prisoners, ex-prisoners, their families, and victims of crime. National Prison Fellowship organizations are indigenous, volunteer-based and include Christians from the Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox traditions. Further information is available at www.pfi.org.
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